
 

 

  
 

 ULYSSES CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR SESSION 

July 10, 2024 
 

PRESENT: 
 Mayor:    Tim McCauley  

 
 
Council Members Present:    John Duran, Terry Dimitt, Mark Diaz,    
     Kenneth Warner, Caleb Woods, and Terry Maas  
 
 
Staff Present:   Luke Grimes, Sarah Britton, Lynn Koehn,   

Sheila Maxfield, and Ron Vagher    
  

     
    
   
Visitors:    Ulysses News, and Travis Meier 
  
  
  
  
          
                  
 Mayor Tim McCauley called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m. 

                                      
      The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Tim McCauley. 
 

                                                  Council Member John Duran led the room in Opening Prayer. 
 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
Motion by Council Member Warner, seconded by Council Member Maas to approve the consent 
agenda. Council Members Diaz, Duran, Woods, and Dimitt, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.  
Motion carried, 6 yeas.  Nays, none 
 
 
VISITORS 
 
 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Garage Sale Ordinance 
The Council revisited the proposed ordinance 1333 aimed at regulating garage sales within the city 
of Ulysses to prevent home-based retail businesses.  The council discussed potentially removing 
sections that regulate the number of days and times garage sales can be held, focusing instead on 
enforceable points.  The council also discussed the practicality of enforcement and the existing 
zoning laws that already cover running businesses from homes.  

 
Motion by Council Member Diaz, seconded by Council Member Duran to approve ordinance 1333 
removing sections 2 and 3 and amending section 5 to specify garage sale signs. Council Members 
Woods, Maas, Warner, and Dimitt, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.  Motion carried, 6 yeas.  
Nays, none 
 
 
 



 

 

KP&F 
The council discussed the Kansas Police and Fire (KP&F) retirement system and its impact that it will 
have on the city’s budget.  There was a consensus on the importance of adopting KP&F to attract 
and retain police officers, despite the increase in the budget. 
 
Motion by Council Member Maas, seconded by Council Member Warner to accept Kansas Police Fire 
retirement system (KP&F) starting in 2025. Council Members Woods, Duran, Diaz, and Dimitt, voted 
yea. Those voting nay, none.  Motion carried, 6 yeas.  Nays, none 
 

 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
Golf Course Irrigation 
The council reviewed the proposal for updating the golf course irrigation system, which include new 
modules and a new screen for the pump house.  The council also discussed the necessity of also 
upgrading the pump house system, which would be addressed once a quote is received. 
 
Motion by Council Member Maas, seconded by Council Member Dimitt to approve the irrigation 
system upgrade in the amount of $41,877.00. Council Members Woods, Duran, Diaz, and Warner, 
voted yea. Those voting nay, none.  Motion carried, 6 yeas.  Nays, none 
 
 
2025 Budget Review 
City Clerk Britton stated this is a meeting for the 2025 budget review.  Britton explained this is a 
hearing to get a preliminary agreement on the 2025 budget.    
 
The council began the review of the 2025 budget, covering various aspects such as water rates, 
sanitation, and sewer fees.  The council discussed the need for a 3% increase in water, sanitation 
and sewer rates to cover projected expenses and to fund a new water well.  Other budget discussion 
included funding allocations for employee pay raises, new vehicles, and maintenance costs.  
 
Utilities Increase 
A 5% increase in all utility rates is suggested by City Administrator Luke Grimes. 
 
2025 Water Rate Increase  3% 
2025 Sanitation Increase  3% 
2025 Sewer Increase  3% 
2025 Sewer Cap Increase  3% 
202 Storm Water Increase  3% 
 
The council came to a consensus to raise the utility rates by 3% next year. 
 
Pay Increase 
A one percent pay increase across the board $24,455.26 
A two percent pay increase across the board $48,910.52 
A three percent pay increase across the board $73,365.78 
A four percent pay increase across the board $97,821.04 
 
The council came to a consensus to a merit increase up to four percent. 
 
Health Insurance Rates 
 
There was a 5.84% decrease for 2024  
 
The council came to a consensus to project a 15% increase for Health Insurance. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Property Insurance Rates 
There was an eight percent increase in the budget for property insurance. 
 
 
Outside Entity Funding Request 
Economic Development  $50,000.00 
 
The council came to a consensus to give Economic Development $40,000.00. 
 
Chamber of Commerce  $14,500.00 
 
The council came to a consensus to give Chamber of Commerce $20,000.00 
 
 
WKCAC    $ 5,000.00 
 
The council came to a consensus to give WKCAC $5,000.00. 
 
GGCF    $ 2,000.00 
 
The council came to a consensus to give GGCF $2,000.00 
 
 
City Clerk Britton stated that the Budget Hearing will be on August 14, 2024 at 5:00p.m. 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Council Member Maas, seconded by Council Member Diaz to adjourn the    
meeting at 7:56p.m.   Motion carried, 6 yeas.  Nays, none.  
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Mayor Tim McCauley   Council Member Mark Diaz 
 

                 
____________________________                  _____________________________ 
Council Member Terry Maas                            Council Member Kenneth Warner 

    
        
      _____________________________                ______________________________                

Council Member Terry Dimitt  Council Member John Duran 
 
 
_____________________________              _______________________________ 
Council Member Caleb Woods               City Administrator Luke Grimes 
 
 
_____________________________ 
City Clerk Sarah Britton 
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