
 

 

  
 

 ULYSSES CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR SESSION 

August 28, 2024 
 

PRESENT: 
 Council President:  Kenneth Warner  

 
 
Council Members Present:    John Duran, Terry Dimitt, Mark Diaz,    
     Caleb Woods, and Terry Maas  
 
 
Staff Present:   Luke Grimes, Sarah Britton, Ron Vagher, 

Natalie Anguiano, and Lynn Koehn,   
    
  

     
Visitors:     Ulysses News, Bernardo Holguin, Nancy Ponce, 
  and, Sebastian Garcia 
  
  
  
  
Council President Kenneth Warner called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m. 

                                      
      The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council President Kenneth Warner. 
 

                                                  Council Member Duran led the room in Opening Prayer. 
 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Motion by Council Member Maas, seconded by Council Member Duran to approve the consent 
agenda. Council Members Warner, Diaz, Dimitt, and Woods, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.  
Motion carried, 6 yeas.  Nays, none 
 
 
VISITORS 
 
 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 
Joyce Circle Bids 
The Council revisited the street paving project for Joyce Circle, which faced significantly higher cost 
estimates than expected. Council members were concerned about the sharp rise in costs. There was 
debate about whether to accept the current bid or seek alternatives.  

The property owner, Bernardo, was facing the financial responsibility for 60% of the cost through 
special assessments, to be paid over 20 years. The Council expressed concerns about how this 
burden would impact him. There was a suggestion to complete only the portion of the street in front 
of Bernardo’s house, allowing him to obtain his certificate of occupancy while reducing immediate 
costs.  

The Council agreed that leaving the street unfinished was not the best option for the City. Council 
agreed to allow for Bernardo to pay the amount he had originally agreed to and for the City to carry 
the increased cost.  



 

 

The Council agreed to take no action at this this time, and will revisit this at the next council 
meeting.   

 

Ordinance 1334 (Parking) 

The discussion around Ordinance 1334 was centered on balancing the need for infrastructure 
protection and public safety with the concerns of local truck owners.  Arguments for the ordinance 
were that restricting truck parking on city streets was necessary to prevent street damage, improve 
visibility and safety in residential areas, and address noise complaints. It was pointed out that heavy 
vehicles could degrade roads and create traffic hazards.  

Opposing councilmen expressed concern about the impact on truck owners, who often park their 
vehicles at home for maintenance, safety, or convenience. They suggested allowing temporary 
parking for activities like washing or repairs.  

The Council agreed to gather public feedback and potentially revise this ordinance in the future if 
needed. 

Motion by Council Member Diaz, seconded by Council Member Dimitt to approve ordinance 1334. 
Council Members Warner, and Duran, voted yea. Those voting nay, Woods and Maas.  Motion 
carried, 4 yeas.  Nays, two 
 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
Proposal for Housing Development 
OC Homes Proposal: The developer requested that the city sell the lot at 613 S Main St for $5,000 
and offer a $9,500 incentive per home upon completion, with the goal of making housing more 
affordable and addressing the local housing shortage.  

The company highlighted their experience in building cost-effective homes and their ability to 
manage multiple trades in-house, allowing them to keep costs low.  

Some Council members were in favor of the proposal, noting the urgent need for more housing in 
the community. There was also discussion about whether to explore higher-density options, such as 
townhomes, to make the best use of the land.  

The Council decided to set a deadline of September 30th for additional proposals and will revisit the 
matter on October 8th. 

 
 
Police Vehicle Purchase 
The Council reviewed the bids and approved the purchase of a Ford Explorer pursuit unit. A bid of 
$48,888 was accepted, with additional expenses for emergency lights and equipment.  

Motion by Council Member Maas, seconded by Council Member Diaz to approve the purchase of a 
Ford Explorer in the amount of $48,888.00. Council Members Warner, Dimitt, Duran, and Woods, 
voted yea. Those voting nay, none.  Motion carried, 6 yeas.  Nays, none 
 

 
Resolution 2024-6 Transfer KPERS to KP&F 
Resolution 2024-6: Approved the transfer of police officers from the Kansas Public Employees 
Retirement System (KPERS) to the Kansas Police & Fire (KP&F).  

Motion by Council Member Woods, seconded by Council Member Maas to approve resolution  
2024-6. Council Members Warner, Dimitt, Duran, and Diaz, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.  
Motion carried, 6 yeas.  Nays, none 
 



 

 

Resolution 2024-7 Optional Group Life Insurance 

Resolution 2024-7: Authorizing application to the Kansas Police and Firemen’s retirement system for 
the inclusion of all its eligible employees in the optional life insurance. 

Motion by Council Member Diaz, seconded by Council Member Duran to approve resolution  
2024-7. Council Members Warner, Dimitt, Woods, and Maas, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.  
Motion carried, 6 yeas.  Nays, none 
 

 
USD 214 Contract MOU 
The Council reviewed an updated Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the school district for 
the School Resource Officer (SRO) program. Minor adjustments to hours and responsibilities were 
made.  

Motion by Council Member Maas, seconded by Council Member Dimitt to approve the USD 214 
Contract (MOU). Council Members Duran, Warner, Diaz and Woods, voted yea. Those voting nay, 
none.  Motion carried, 6 yeas.  Nays, none 
 
 
City Administrator Contract 
The City Administrator’s contract was discussed, particularly focusing on an addendum related to 
tuition reimbursement. The City Administrator explained that he plans to take advantage of the city's 
tuition reimbursement program, but an addendum needs to be added to his contract to specify a 
length of stay requirement before he would be obligated to repay any reimbursed tuition.  

The Council debated whether a vote was necessary to approve the addendum, but it was decided 
that if a mutual agreement is reached, the addendum can be drafted without a formal vote.  

The estimated tuition reimbursement cost was around $3,500 per semester for six semesters, with a 
total city commitment of about $20,000. The Council agreed to move forward with drafting the 
addendum for future review. 

 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Council Member Maas, seconded by Council Member Dimitt to adjourn the    
meeting at 7:07p.m.   Motion carried, 6 yeas.  Nays, none.  
 
 
___Absent____________________   ______________________________ 
Mayor Tim McCauley   Council Member Mark Diaz 
 

                 
_____________________________               _____________________________ 
Council Member Terry Maas                            Council Member Kenneth Warner 

    
        
      _____________________________               ______________________________                
      Council Member Terry Dimitt              Council Member John Duran 

 
 

     _____________________________             _______________________________ 
     Council Member Caleb Woods             City Administrator Luke Grimes 

 
 

    _____________________________ 
    City Clerk Sarah Britton 



 

 

           
                                                                                                                                   
  

       
                                  
     
 

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                    

       
                            
     


	Council President:  Kenneth Warner
	Council Members Present:    John Duran, Terry Dimitt, Mark Diaz,
	Caleb Woods, and Terry Maas
	Staff Present:   Luke Grimes, Sarah Britton, Ron Vagher,
	Natalie Anguiano, and Lynn Koehn,
	Visitors:     Ulysses News, Bernardo Holguin, Nancy Ponce,
	and, Sebastian Garcia
	Council President Kenneth Warner called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m.

