
 

 

  
 

 ULYSSES CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR SESSION 

September 11, 2024 
 

PRESENT: 
 Mayor:    Tim McCauley  

 
 
Council Members Present:    John Duran, Kenneth Warner, Mark Diaz,    
     Caleb Woods, and Terry Maas  
 
 
Staff Present:   Luke Grimes, Sarah Britton,  

Natalie Anguiano, and Lynn Koehn,   
    
  

     
Visitors:     Ulysses News, Bernardo Holguin, Nancy Ponce, 
  David Kinkelaar, Pete Woods, Sean Mckown, 
  Trey Chavez, Jesus Barrios, Dale Barrios, and 
  Travis Meier 
  
  
  
  
Mayor Tim McCauley called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m. 

                                      
      The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Tim McCauley. 
 

                                                  Council Member Diaz led the room in Opening Prayer. 
 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Motion by Council Member Maas, seconded by Council Member Diaz to approve the consent 
agenda. Council Members Warner, Duran, and Woods, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.  Motion 
carried, 5 yeas.  Nays, none 
 
 
VISITORS 
 
 

 



 

 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 
City Administrator Contract 
The Council discussed finalizing the City Administrator’s contract regarding tuition reimbursement 
for pursuing a master’s degree in public administration. The agreement included a $20,000 cap, 
covering 75% of tuition, with the employee required to remain with the city for at least two years 
after completing the degree. An addendum will be prepared for the next meeting. 

 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
Condemnation 300 S Joyce 
A hearing was held to discuss the condemnation of the property at 300 South Joyce. The property 
owner, Pete, requested additional time to settle liens and finalize the sale to Mr. Barrios, who plans 
to build a house on the property.  

The Council set a final deadline of November 29, 2024, for the start of construction. If no action is 
taken, the city will proceed with demolition and fill the basement. 

 

Petition for Public improvements (Joyce Street) 

The Council reviewed the petition for public improvements on Joyce Street. A bid of $105,000 was 
discussed for the project. Though concerns were raised about concrete pricing, it was agreed that 
the original bid would be honored.  

The formal bid will be presented at the next meeting on September 25, 2024. 

The estimated or probable cost of such improvement is $95,795.60* 

The extent of the proposed improvement district to be assessed is Lots 4, 5, 6 & 7, Block 5, of 
Horizon West Addition, City of Ulysses, KS. 

The proposed apportionment of costs between the improvement district and the City at Large is 40% 
to be assessed against Lots 4, 5,6, & 7, Block 5, of Horizon West Addition, City of Ulysses, KS, and 
60% to City at Large.** 

       *Bid Price  $95,795.60 

        Const. Insp.  $10,000.00 

        Total              $105,795.60 

       **$105,795.60 X 40% = $42,318.24-Petitioners share 



 

 

            $105,795.60 X 60% = $63,477.36-City’s share 

            $42,318.24 = $10,579.68 per lot 

       Over 15 years = $705.31 + interest/year/lot or $58.78/month 

Motion by Council Member Warner, seconded by Council Member Diaz to approve the petition for 
public improvements on Joyce Street. Council Members Duran Woods, and Maas voted yea. Those 
voting nay, none.  Motion carried, 5 yeas.  Nays, none 
 
 
Resolution 2024-8 (Joyce Street) 
The Council rescinded Resolution 2024-4 and approved Resolution 2024-8 for the public 
improvements on Joyce Street, with the same project and terms as previously discussed. 

Motion by Council Member Warner, seconded by Council Member Maas to rescind Resolution   
2024-4. Council Members Diaz, Woods, and Duran voted yea. Those voting nay, none.  Motion 
carried, 5 yeas.  Nays, none 

 
Motion by Council Member Warner, seconded by Council Member Duran to approve Resolution 
2024-8. Council Members Diaz, Woods, and Maas voted yea. Those voting nay, none.  Motion 
carried, 5 yeas.  Nays, none 
 
Resolution 2024-9 Housing Study 
City Administrator Grimes stated that the final legal description for the RHID is pending coordination 
with the county and school district. The resolution will be ready for approval at the next meeting. 

 
Barb Dye Park Improvements 
City Administrator Grimes proposed to the council improvements to Barb Dye Park included installing 
wheelchair-accessible playground equipment, such as a ground-level carousel, and replacing 
outdated and unsafe equipment, like the swing set and slide. A new swing set, potentially featuring a 
disability-friendly swing, was also discussed.  
 
Additionally, Grimes considered adding shaded benches and a lactation station to provide a more 
family-friendly environment. The upgrades would be funded through a grant from the Local Health 
Equity Action Team (LHEAT), with pricing for some equipment still pending. 
 
 

Federal Fund Exchange 
The Council approved the federal exchange program funds, totaling $80,079.50, with the city 
retaining a portion of the federal funds allocated for infrastructure projects.  

Federal Funds to Be Exchanged: $80,079.50 

Exchange Rate for 2024: $0.90 State Funds/$1.00 Federal Funds 

Available Funds After Exchange: $72,071.55 



 

 

Motion by Council Member Maas, seconded by Council Member Diaz to approve the available funds 
after the exchange in the amount of $72,071.55. Council Members Warner, Duran, and Woods voted 
yea. Those voting nay, none.  Motion carried, 5 yeas.  Nays, none 
 
 
Special Event CMB Permit Mexican Independence Festival 
The Council approved a special event CMB permit for Pheasants Forever to host a beer garden at the 
Mexican Independence Festival, to be held on September 14, 2024, from 12 p.m. to 12 a.m.  

Motion by Council Member Woods, seconded by Council Member Warner to approve the Special 
Event CMB Permit for the Mexican Independence Festival. Council Members Maas, Duran, and Diaz 
voted yea. Those voting nay, none.  Motion carried, 5 yeas.  Nays, none 
 
 
Special Event CMB Permit Fall Fest 
The Council also approved a special event CMB permit for Pheasants Forever to host a beer garden at 
Fall Fest, to be held on October 12, 2024, from 12 p.m. to 12 a.m.  

Motion by Council Member Maas, seconded by Council Member Woods to approve the Special Event 
CMB Permit for Fall Fest. Council Members Warner, Duran, and Diaz voted yea. Those voting nay, 
none.  Motion carried, 5 yeas.  Nays, none 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Council Member Maas, seconded by Council Member Diaz to adjourn the    
meeting at 6:10p.m.   Motion carried, 5 yeas.  Nays, none.  
 
 
____________________________   ______________________________ 
Mayor Tim McCauley   Council Member Mark Diaz 
 

                 
_____________________________               _____________________________ 
Council Member Terry Maas                            Council Member Kenneth Warner 

    
        
      ___Absent____________________               ______________________________                
      Council Member Terry Dimitt              Council Member John Duran 

 
 

     _____________________________             _______________________________ 
     Council Member Caleb Woods             City Administrator Luke Grimes 

 
 



 

 

    _____________________________ 
    City Clerk Sarah Britton 
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