ULYSSES CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR SESSION
April 24, 2024

PRESENT:
Mayor: Tim McCauley
Council Members Present: John Duran, Terry Dimitt, Mark Diaz,

Kenneth Warner, Caleb Woods, and Terry Maas

Staff Present: Sarah Britton, Ron Vagher, and Lynn Koehn

Visitors: Ulysses News, Enrique Salano, Jennifer Hartman, Joshua Mark,
Ron Hartman, Jesus Estrella, Laura Estrella, Bob Dale, Paul Yiouvanoglou,
Shawn Rider, Mike Hernandez, Melissa Sturm, and Ty Shoemaker

Mayor Tim McCauley called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Tim McCauley.

Council Member Diaz led the room in Opening Prayer.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Council Member Duran, seconded by Council Member Diaz to approve the consent
agenda. Council Members Warner, Diaz, Duran, and Dimitt, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.
Motion carried, 6 yeas. Nays, none

OLD BUSINESS

Garage Sale Ordinance

There was discussion between the council regarding the garage sale ordinance, and how it needs to
be handled.

Council Member Woods and Warner concern is why the city would pass an ordinance that is not
going to be enforced.

Council Member Diaz stated that he believes that the city needs to have an ordinance so we can
make sure that we don’t have garage sales going on continuously in residential areas.

City Administrator Grimes stated the intent of the city is not to pick on how many garage sales each
resident is having, but in situations where there is a clear violation the city would have legal force to
address it.

Economic Development Director Bob Dale stated that he is here on behalf of Enrique Salano the
owner of the property on 213 S Missouri. Bob explained that Enrique is trying to find a building to
rent so he can move the items off his property, and open a secondhand store.



Bob stated that Enrique was unaware that he was not able to have items for sale at his property.
Bob asked the council how long they can give Enrique to find a building.

Council Member Warner made a motion to table the garage sale ordinance until July 10, 2024 giving
Enrique time to find a place to rent, and to be in compliance.

Motion by Council Member Warner, seconded by Council Member Maas to table the garage sale
ordinance vote until July 10, 2024. Council Members Woods voted yea. Those voting nay, Dimitt,
Duran, and Diaz. Mayor McCauley voted yea. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

Jennifer Hartman Fireworks
There were a few fireworks stand owners at the meeting to propose date changes for selling
fireworks.

There was discussion between the council regarding the sale of fireworks.

There was no action taken.

Jesus Estrella

Citizens Jesus and Laura Estrella would like to develop the land that the city owns at 613 S Main St.
They have two options at this time 8 single family modular homes or duplexes. Jesus stated that
they are interested in developing housing in Ulysses, but they are asking for some help from the city.

There was discussion between the council on how a municipality can sell property, and how the city
will take any other offers on this property until May 6, 2024.

Council Member Warner suggested that the council take no action at this time, but the city is in
support of this project but needs some time to look at options that we have to help with this
project.

Council Member Maas asked if there is a time frame for this project. Jesus stated yes because there
are tax credits available but the application is due by May 10, 2024.

Motion by Council Member Warner, seconded by Council Maas to go into executive session under
KSA 7-4319(b)(2) for consultation with an attorney for the public body or agency which would be
deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship for 15 minutes and to include City Attorney
Lynn Koehn. Council Members Woods, Diaz, Duran, and Dimitt, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.
Motion carried, 6 yeas. Nays, none

Meeting will come back into session at 7:20p.m.

Mayor called the meeting back to order with no action taken.

KP&F Benefits

Page Ashley a representative with KPERS benefits explained to the council the benefits of moving
the police department to KP&F. Page stated that the death a disability benefits are better with

KP&F for the officer and his family.

Page explained that KP&F is a great recruitment tool because Police Officers do not want to work for
cities that do not have this benefit.

Page stated that all she will need from the city to start the KP&F retirement is a vote from the
council and a copy of the minutes.



City Administrator Grimes went over some numbers with the council, but stated we can review this
again at budget time.

Moving to KP&F

Affiliation begins January 1, 2025

KP&F members can only be a Policeman, Fireman, or EMT

Contributions

Employee 7.15% of member’s gross wages

Employer 23.10% of member’s gross wages life insurance included in cost

The employee contribution will go into the member’s contribution account.
Members earn 4% annual interest on their contribution account.

The employer contribution will be deposited into the KPERS Trust Fund

Retirement Eligibility

50 with 25 years

55 with 20 years

65 with 15 years

Reduced benefits-50 with 20 years
Vested with 15 years

KP&F members can use “Portability” from their KPERS service to help them vest and retire sooner
from each Retirement System.

Retirement Benefit Calculations
Years of Service X 2.15% X Final average Salary

Benefits are paid monthly for the member’s lifetime
Survivor benefits are also an option at time of retirement.

Mayor McCauley stated that no action will be taken tonight, but we will review this again at the next
council meeting.

2024 City Appointments

City Administrator Luke Grimes

Motion by Council Member Duran, seconded by Council Member Warner to approve City
Administrator Grimes. Council Members Maas, Woods, Diaz, and Dimitt, voted yea. Those voting
nay, none. Motion carried, 6 yeas. Nays, none

City Clerk Sarah Britton

Motion by Council Member Diaz, seconded by Council Member Maas to approve City Clerk Britton.
Council Members Duran, Woods, Warner, and Dimitt, voted yea. Those voting nay, none. Motion
carried, 6 yeas. Nays, none

City Treasurer Sheila Maxfield

Motion by Council Member Dimitt, seconded by Council Member Duran to approve City Treasurer

Maxfield. Council Members Maas, Woods, Diaz, and Warner, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.
Motion carried, 6 yeas. Nays, none



Police Chief Ron Vagher

Motion by Council Member Woods, seconded by Council Member Maas to approve Police Chief
Vagher. Council Members Warner, Diaz, Dimitt, and Duran, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.
Motion carried, 6 yeas. Nays, none

City Attorney Lynn Koehn

Motion by Council Member Woods, seconded by Council Member Maas to approve City Attorney
Koehn. Council Members Warner, Dimitt, Diaz, and Duran, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.
Motion carried, 6 yeas. Nays, none

Municipal Judge  Peggy Alford

Motion by Council Member Diaz, seconded by Council Member Maas to approve Municipal Judge
Alford. Council Members Duran, Dimitt, Warner, and Woods, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.
Motion carried, 6 yeas. Nays, none

City Engineer Earles Engineering

Motion by Council Member Maas, seconded by Council Member Dimitt to approve Earles
Engineering. Council Members Warner, Woods, Diaz, and Duran, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.
Motion carried, 6 yeas. Nays, none

Official Banks Grant County Bank
Bank of Ulysses
Dream First Bank

Motion by Council Member Warner, seconded by Council Member Maas to approve the official
banks. Council Members Dimitt, Diaz, and Duran, voted yea. Those voting nay, none. Motion
carried, 5 yeas. Nays, none Council Member Woods abstained from voting.

Official Newspapers Ulysses News
Garden City Telegram

Motion by Council Member Diaz, seconded by Council Member Warner to approve the official
newspapers. Council Members Woods, Dimitt, Maas, and Duran, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.
Motion carried, 6 yeas. Nays, none

Official Radio Station KULY

Motion by Council Member Warner, seconded by Council Member Woods to approve the official
radio station. Council Members Diaz, Dimitt, Maas, and Duran, voted yea. Those voting nay, none.
Motion carried, 6 yeas. Nays, none

STAFF COMMENTS

City Attorney Koehn asked the council if it would be okay if he posted the agenda to Facebook
before the meetings. The council was in agreement to post the agenda.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S COMMENTS

Council Member Diaz stated that he went to the Golf Course today and it looks like lots of work has

been done. He stated that he has received lots of compliments on the Golf Course. Diaz also
thanked all the city employees for their hard work.



Council Member Maas also thanked the city employees for their hard work, and thanked everyone
that came to the meeting tonight.

Council Member Warner thanked everyone for the discussion tonight, and we have some homework
before the next meeting.

Council Member Duran said the city is changing and thanked everyone for trying to move the city
forward, and we need some rain.

Council Member Dimitt stated that he is excited to see some changes.
Council Member Woods stated that there was some good discussion tonight, and that he thinks we
are all in agreeance that we want the city to move forward and grow. Woods also thanked Chamber

Director Marieta Hauser for her help putting on the Spring Fling.

Mayor McCauley thanked the Estrella’s for trying to help the city move forward. McCauley stated
that the spring clean up went well last week, but they had to work on Saturday to finish up.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Council Member Warner, seconded by Council Member Maas to adjourn the

meeting at 7:32p.m. Motion carried, 6 yeas. Nays, none.

Mayor Tim McCauley Council Member Mark Diaz
Council Member Terry Maas Council Member Kenneth Warner
Council Member Terry Dimitt Council Member John Duran
Council Member Caleb Woods City Administrator Luke Grimes

City Clerk Sarah Britton
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